
AUCTION TERMS AND CONDITIONS

General Auction Rules

1. A person who participates in the auction understands and accepts all the conditions set out in 

the following terms and conditions.

2. The items of the auction are works of art and artistic craft items entrusted to or owned by the 

Auction House. The Auction House undertakes to sell, on behalf of the owner, the items that, 

according to the Seller’s statement, are free from any third-party claims.

3. Each auctioned item has a starting price given in the catalogue; the minimum price is protected 

as a trade secret.

4. The items put up for sale have descriptions, the preparation of which has been confirmed by 

DESA experts or by invited consultants.

5. An organizational fee of 15% is added to the hammer price plus up to 5% of the value added on 

account of droit de suite. The fee is also applicable to post-auction sales.

I

1. The Auction is held in accordance with legal regulations in force, by an authorized person, 

hereinafter referred to as the ‘Auctioneer’, who acts on behalf and on account of the Auction 

House DESA Sp. z o. o.

2. The Auctioneer determines the bidding, i.e. increasing the bid.

3. The Auctioneer has the right to withdraw any items from the auction without giving any reasons.

4. The person offering the highest bid becomes the Buyer.

5. The Auction of a given item is completed when the Auctioneer hammers the lot, which is 

tantamount to the conclusion of the sale contract. The Auctioneer settles any disputes during the

auction.

II

1. Persons who have paid the bid bond in the amount of 700 PLN (for the ‘painting’ auction) or 100 

PLN (for the ‘badges/decorations’ auction) and received an auction bid paddle are authorized to 

participate in the auction.

2. DESA Sp. z o. o. has the right to refuse to issue an auction bid paddle to anyone who has not 

previously fulfilled their obligations towards DESA or for other important reasons.

3. It is possible for bidders who cannot participate in the auction in person, after they have paid the

bid bond:

- to submit a written bid with a price limit. An employee of the Auction House will participate 

in the auction on their behalf (the amount of the price bid is confidential); 

- to bid by phone.



III

1. The Buyer is obligated to buy the item within 5 days after the end of the auction and collect the 

item at his or her own expense. If this period is expired, the Auction House has the right to 

charge dues. 

2. We provide basic packaging of purchased items to enable their collection in person. At 

customer’s express request we can facilitate contact with a company that provides expert 

packing and shipping of works of art.

3. The Buyer is allowed to make a down payment amounting to 20% of the hammer price. The 

remaining amount should be paid within 14 days after the concluded auction. If the deadline is 

not respected the down payment will be forfeited. The down payment includes the bid bond, 

which may constitute the down payment or be part thereof.

4. The ownership of the purchased item transfers to the Buyer when the entire amount has been 

paid.

5. If the Buyer does not pay for the item on time, the bid bond is forfeited to the organizer. 

Regardless, the Buyer is obligated to cover all the costs related to and resulting from the fact of 

winning the bid, including any claims by the Owner/Seller.

IV

1. The Auction House guarantees their opinion as to the authorship and other features of the item 

described in the catalogue. In the event of a variance between the description and the real 

condition of the item, the Buyer may return the item within 14 days of the auction, requesting a 

refund of the amount paid. Any contesting of the catalogue description must be documented 

with a reliable expert opinion.

2. The Auction House does not bear responsibility for any latent physical and legal defects of the 

purchased items.

3. Polish museums have the right of first refusal at the hammer price, provided that they make their

claim immediately after the bidding of the item. At the Auction House DESA Sp. z o. o. the right of

first refusal is also granted to unregistered museums that have been established by the Minister 

of Culture and National Heritage.

4. According to the amendment to the Act on Safeguarding and Protection of Monuments of the 

18th of March 2010, export permits are only required for those items which exceed the value 

and age threshold defined for respective categories in article 51 of the Act.

5. The Auction House kindly reminds all bidders that in accordance with legal regulations in force, 

the export of items older than 55 years requires the permission of relevant authorities. We also 

remind you that, in accordance with legal regulations in force, the Auction House is obligated to 

collect personal data of customers who execute transactions over 15,000 EUR.


